neighboring countries because there has been evidence of Zika virus transmission in Laos, Vietnam, and Thailand. Lastly, China may also have local transmission of Zika virus, considering that no large-scale epidemiological survey has been conducted in China.
An outbreak of Zika virus is most likely to occur in the southern and southwestern parts of China (the dengue fever epidemic areas, such as the Guangdong and Hainan provinces) and in large cities with a large inbound population during the mosquito season. These regions have a very high population density, with tens of millions of women in their reproductive age. Therefore, if a Zika virus outbreak coincides with the baby boom, serious consequences, including increases in birth defects and delayed pregnancy, may occur. This may lead to a baby boom that is smaller than anticipated and a heavy societal burden in the long run, contrary to the original intention of the universal two-child policy. A Zika virus outbreak in China is possible, and public health preparedness is urgently needed. The government could apply lessons learned from controlling dengue to prevent an outbreak of Zika virus. Proactive vector control measures should be taken, and medical supplies should be prepared. Inspection and quarantine policies at entry ports should be strengthened. Moreover, Chinese scientists should participate in international efforts to accelerate vaccine development. A large-scale epidemiology survey should be conducted to identify potential local cases of Zika virus infection. Mass media should be used to educate the public about Zika virus disease prevention, including protection against mosquito bites and safe sex as the main measures to avoid infection.
Fortunately, the Chinese government is aware of this situation, and many measures have been implemented in response to the possible challenges posed by Zika virus. A national scheme on the prevention and control of Zika virus disease and a national scheme on the diagnosis and treatment of Zika virus disease has been worked out in China in February 2016 [15, 16] . Also, an announcement pertaining to the prevention of Zika virus diseases from spreading to China has been released by the eight ministries and commissions of China on March 2, 2016 [17] , and inspection and quarantine at entry ports has been strengthened since then. Besides, all the imported cases have been identified, isolated, and treated timely and accurately, and all the patients have recovered and have been released from hospitals.
